
Carl Lindner tulip bulbs. On our 

next session, we visited the Cat 

Ambassador program and learned 

about the cheetah, the serval and 

the lynx. Zoo-Mates, of all ages, 

were fascinated by this up close 

and personal experience!    

Zoo-Mates will continue to come 

together each month at the zoo 

culminating with our year end 

celebration in May at the Univer-

sity of Cincinnati.  Thanks to our 

partners who made this worldly 

and wild experience possible! 

When was the last time that you 

saw a cheetah up close or had the 

chance to go behind the scenes in 

the elephant house? Well, that’s 

exactly what 27 Project Connect 

students get to do this year 

through the Zoo-Mates program!  

Zoo-Mates is a unique and exciting 

collaboration born out of a desire 

to connect students experiencing 

homelessness with college stu-

dents in a setting that would be 

conducive to forming strong men-

tor mentee relationships.  

Project Connect, The University 

of Cincinnati and the Cincinnati 

Zoo and Botanical Garden came 

together last spring to create 

Zoo-Mates. We kicked off the 

program in October with a Zoo-

bration for the mentors and the  

mentees and their families.  

Zoo-Mates meet once a month 

from 3:00 to 4:30 pm. During our 

first activity, Zoo-Mates planted 

WILD Adventures Ahead for Zoo-Mates Helen O’Rourke 

Welcome to NEW Project Connect Staff  
Elissa Pogue, Coordinator, is 

a school social worker with sev-

enteen years of experience in 

Cincinnati Public Schools. She 

feels very fortunate to be work-

ing on the complex issue of 

school connectedness for chil-

dren and youth experiencing 

homelessness with such a skilled 

and dynamic staff.  

Crystal Alexander, Family 

Ally, attends Cincinnati State and 

will soon transfer to Northern 

Kentucky University’s Social 

Work Program. She was drawn to 

Project Connect because it gave 

her the opportunity to be an ad-

vocate for children. During her 

time with PC, she hopes to con-

nect children and families with the 

services that they need.  

David Sanders, Family Ally, is 

a recent graduate of Mt. St. Joe 

and has committed himself to 

working with our PC families. 

David brings much community 

awareness and experience to his 

work as he grew up in Cincinnati 

and graduated from Woodward 

High School. After his term with 

Public Allies, David plans to con-

tinue to do service work.  
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Zoo-Mates pose with their tulip 
bulbs (above) and then get down 
to work planting them (below).  

Special thanks to staff from USB 

Financial Services who adopted 

the Zoo-Mates for Christmas and 

purchased winter coats and shoes. 

Now, the Zoo-Mates will be nice 

and warm as they hike through 

the zoo this winter! 



Scores of  fans demonstrated their 

steadfast support for local children 

and youth experiencing homeless-

ness at Project Connect Homeless 

Children’s Fund’s ninth annual 

Faces Without Places benefit.  

Approximately 375 people came 

together at the 4192 Club in 

Great American Ballpark for fun, 

food and drinks. The SLYband 

preformed throughout the night 

and kept everyone on the dance 

floor!  

All funds generated by PCHCF 

directly support local children and 

youth, and there were p lenty  

of ways to get involved at the 

benefit.  Attendees participated in 

live and silent auctions as well as 

two other raffles. Tab Perry and 

Shayne Graham from the Cin-

cinnati Bengals and Dr. Jon Men-

delsohn served as guest auction-

eers!  Joe Butts won the TV raffle 

and Bob Blank won the Do Down-

town raffle.  

As a result of attendees’ remark-

able generosity, $60,000 was gen-

erated! With this additional sup-

port PCHCF will be able to en-

hance Project Connect services, 

including the summer program, 

access to transportation, supplies 

and uniforms, and school based 

programs.     

The benefit truly felt like a grand 

slam moment, with tons of fun and 

lots of dollars raised. Thanks to 

Co-Chairs Kim Blank and Amy 

Maynard. Special thanks to Law-

rence and Russell, LLP , The 

Dr. Jon Mendelsohn Founda-

tion, Seton High School stu-

dents and everyone else who 

made the event a success for all. 

Project Connect was featured in a 

three page article in the Novem-

ber edition of the Journal, a publi-

cation produced by the Ohio 

School Boards Association.  

Project Connect was well repre-

sented  at the 18th annual con-

ference on homeless education. 

Project Connect’s Karen Fessler 

sat on several panels concerning 

unaccompanied youth, while staff 

Our thanks if you are one of the 

many shoppers loading your 

Kroger Neighborhood Re-

wards card for Project Connect  

before you shop. We’ve received 

over $1,500 this year as a result of 

this easy program. If your card is 

beginning to collect dust—break it 

out this holiday season. To order 

a card, please contact Trish at 

363-1065 or at friestr@cps-

k12.org. Happy Shopping!             

member Trish Fries and board 

member Debbie Reinhart pre-

sented about creating PCHCF 

affiliates nationwide.  

Project Connect Homeless Chil-

dren’s Fund is a proud member of 

the Community Shares of 

Greater Cincinnati. To learn more 

about contributing at your work-

place, visit www.pcfund.org or 

www.cintishares.org.  

NEWS You Can Use 

Restaurant Dishes-up Memories, too Karen Fessler  

thankful for our partnership with 

Rockbottom Brewery Restau-

rant.   

Each year, for the past 5 years, 

Rockbottom has provided the 

location, staff and food for a 

Thanksgiving feast for families 

residing in local shelters.  Project 

Connect staff arrange yellow bus 

service to get families to Rockbot-

tom, and then they do all the rest! 

Rockbottom kitchen and wait 

staff, along with many friends of 

Project Connect, volunteered 

their time this Thanksgiving Day 

to ensure that all of the families 

had a delicious and enjoyable din-

ing experience. Each child in atten-

dance also received a handmade 

fleece blanket compliments of 

Project Linus. A special thanks to 

all of the people who made this 

event spectacular.  

For many of us, our Thanksgiving 

plans are simply a matter of logis-

tics. Who is hosting the feast? 

Who will cook the turkey? Which 

family members will be present at 

the table to give thanks for all of 

our blessings?  

For families experiencing home-

lessness, it is much more than 

logistics. The concerns are over-

whelming and often paralyzing. 

This is why Project Connect is so 

“We’ve received over 

$1,500 this year as a 

result of this easy 

program.”  
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Benefit Hits a GRAND Slam Helen O’Rourke 

Additional thanks to all of  
the individuals, organiza-
tions, and businesses who 
sponsored families including 
Barb and Mose Demasi 
and Cincinnati Firefight-
ers through the Helping 
Hands program, Anthem , 
the E. M. Jorgenson 
Company , and Land-
mark church and Sandy 
Downing for their partici-
pation in the Thanksgiving 
feast at Oyler’s after school 
program.  



In 1983, under the Reagan admini-

stration, a federal task force on 

homelessness was created. Pres-

sure was growing to address the 

problems of homelessness in a 

tangible way.  

In 1986, Congress passed initial 

parts of the “Homeless Persons’ 

Survival Act.” Later that year, 

legislation was introduced as the 

“Urgent Relief for the Homeless 

Act.” In 1987, the legislation was 

passed by bipartisan majorities in 

both houses of Congress.  

The chief Republican sponsor of 

this legislation was Stewart B. 

McKinney. After his death in 1987, 

the act was renamed the McKin-

ney-Vento Homeless Assistance 

Act and was signed into law by 

President Reagan on July 22, 1987. 

The original act consisted of 15 

programs addressing a broad 

range of services for homeless 

people. 

Title VII of the original act author-

ized several programs adminis-

tered by the Department of Edu-

cation, the Department of Labor 

and the Department of Health and 

Human Services. By 1993 the leg-

islation had trickled down from 

the Department of Education to 

the Cincinnati Public School sys-

tem and by 1995, Project Connect 

was created. In the last 11 years, 

Project Connect staff have served 

approximately  20,000 local chil-

dren and youth experiencing 

homelessness.  

 

The Legal CORNER Karen Fessler 

from the University of Dayton 

hosted their annual Christmas Off 

Campus party. UD alum tried 

something new this year by spon-

soring twelve families instead of 

hosting a party just for the kids. 

They held one of their larger fund-

raisers ever to help fulfill the 

wishes of each family member. 

Happen, Inc. got the families inter-

acting with one another by provid-

ing crafts and having the parents 

wear their finished product in a 

fashion show. Cincinnati Ben-

gals, Shaun Smith and Tab 

Perry, helped celebrate by signing 

footballs and posing for family 

pictures, but, the man of the hour, 

was good old Santa Claus who 

arrived in a helicopter.  

The holiday celebrating continued 

as gifts from individuals, families, 

boy scout troops, businesses, 

book clubs, sewing groups and 

others poured into our office. 

Staff from Fidelity Investments 

adopted three families 

and their gifts arrived 

in two trucks! This is 

the second year in a 

row that their staff 

adopted families. Spe-

cial thanks to our 

public ally , Crystal 

Alexander, who 

organized our largest 

sponsorship program 

ever! I don’t know how we will 

continue such a wonderful pro-

gram without her next year. 

Another event that has become an 

annual tradition is the displaying of 

a Giving Tree at Cincinnati Public 

School Board Office sponsored by 

Central Office Employees 

Association. Each year, members 

of the COEA, ask employees to 

choose an item from the tree to 

purchase. This year was no excep-

tion and hundreds of items such as 

school supplies, gift cards,  

Story Continued on Page 4  

This year, with even more families 

in need than ever, community 

members provided holiday gifts 

for over fifty families experiencing 

homelessness, as well as, a good 

number of our unaccompanied 

youth. We heard from wonderful 

old friends, and many new, calling 

in to ask what they could do to 

help our families most in need. 

The holiday season began with the 

annual Breakfast with Santa hosted 

by our friends at the First Uni-

tarian Church of Cincinnati. For 

the fifth year in a row, members 

of the congregation gathered to-

gether before their service to 

enjoy eating, singing, and visiting 

with Santa. Each child in atten-

dance brought a beautifully 

wrapped present to give to the 

children experiencing homeless-

ness of which Santa would be 

visiting on his sleigh later that 

month. 

For the sixth year in a row, alumni 

“. . . The man of the 

hour, was good old 

Santa Claus who 

a r r i v e d  i n  a  

helicopter.”  
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We Asked and you Responded! Shelley Werner  

J anuary  2007 

One parent struts her stuff down the cat 
walk at UD’s Christmas Off Campus party.  

Have you ever wondered 
what prompted the crea-
tion of PC? If you have, 
you clearly have plenty of 
free time and should call 
immediately for volunteer 
opportunities!  

Seriously, we are often 
asked how and why PC 
came to be. This very 
first edition of “The Legal 
Corner, ”  will explore 
the history of the law that 
was the impetus for the 
creation of PC. 
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While receiving is nice, giving is 

better. Sandy came up with a 

wonderful way for the children 

to give to others. While at the 

party, the children were more 

than happy to write letters to 

the elderly, wishing them a 

Happy Holiday and placing it into 

the hands of a cuddly teddy bear. 

These bears were then delivered 

to a local nursing home. Way to 

go kids! 

We thank you so much for all 

you do for our children. To-

gether we can create a sense of 

normalcy and, who knows, a 

little bit of magic for the chil-

dren, who, at the moment, don’t 

have a place to call home.  

Continued from Page 4:  

socks, underwear, gloves, hats 

and toys were ready to be 

picked-up and taken to those in 

need. 

And finally, before our children 

at Oyler went home for the 

winter break, Sandy Downing, 

her family and friends from An-

them and Landmark church, 

hosted a party for the students 

participating in the CincyAfter-

School program. This was the 

fourth year for the event and, as 

always, was a big hit with all the 

kids. Each child received a shoe 

box filled with presents. The kids 

also got to visit with Santa—he’s 

a busy man—and created a craft.  

In case you are in 

the mood to do a 

little post-holiday 

shopping for PC, 

here’s a list for 

you!    

New underwear 

New socks 

Wal-Mart gift cards 

Kroger gift cards 

Crayons 

Markers 

Pocket folders 

Hygiene Products  

We Asked and you Responded! Shelley Werner  

We’re on the 
web!  

www.pcfund.org 
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Here are drawings from two PC 
students at Oyler Elementary.  

Member Organization  


