Established in 1998 in memory of André E. LeTendre, husband of Mary Jean LeTendre, former Director of Compensatory Education for the U.S. Department of Education, the LeTendre Education Fund provides scholarship assistance to students who are homeless or have experienced homelessness.

Project Connect is proud to announce that former PC student Naomi Johnson-Davis is one of the recipients of the 2007 LeTendre Scholarship. She is receiving her award this weekend in Portland, Oregon at the National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth Conference.  
Below is her winning essay:

If I were to sit down here and write about all my problems and everything I have been through it would take a long time. I, Naomi Johnson-Davis have been to the world of homelessness and it has not been an easy journey. I must say that through it all I have managed to stay focused and positive. That is why I feel that I would be the perfect candidate for the LeTendre Education Fund Scholarship!

I have always had family problems since I was a young girl. I never had toys or people to play with besides my brothers and sisters. My mother and father have never been around. As a young child I was never told “you are beautiful,” or “I love you.” Those absent statements really affect a person when they get older.

My bigger issues including homelessness started when I was about thirteen years old. I was first sent to the Lighthouse Shelter with a bald head. My mother had taken scissors and cut all the hair off my head. Even though I was completely bald, like a man, I continued to go to school because I knew that my education would be the thing that would take me out of the place I knew as hell. . .home!

I have been to so many schools in my life that I can’t keep count, or remember all the names, but I promise if you ask any of my teachers they would tell you that I am a determined hard worker. I have managed to keep education first and be on the honor roll on a regular basis. I also participate in many activities like PPSE (Postponing Sexual Involvement) FEA (Future Educators of America), Gear-up and the Diversity Club.

I have also lived in many homes and shelters. Just in this past year I have lived in twelve different homes. I have lived with classmates, teachers, friends and strangers. Anybody who would accept me was better than the street. I longed for success and freedom and knew that education and God were the only ways to get out of this cycle. I stayed in school and made good grades because I knew with an education I could go far. I have always dreamed of being free. I want the freedom to know where I am going to sleep, the freedom to know where my belongings are and the freedom to know I won’t be asked to leave in the morning or the end of the week. Free like a bird and being an educator is going to allow me to be free and to help others find that freedom as well.
I think that I will find what I need through a college education. I have always wanted to go to college. I would like to major in special education and have my minor in social work. If LeTendre was to offer me a scholarship they would not be disappointed. I will use the money toward my education which would also allow me to attain personal freedom. Specifically, I know that a computer and money for textbooks will help me reach my goals with fewer barriers. I will ultimately be able to go out and speak to other homeless youth. Let them know there is home! They can make it, can end up living happily ever after but, they have to have an education. Please, please offer me this scholarship so I can go on to a higher education and become one of the best teachers and social workers a child can have. The world needs me and they are depending not only on me but you also. With your help I can be somebody. I can go somewhere and I can make a difference. I don’t want to end up like my brothers—in jail because they did not value education or like my sister who had a child at a young age and does not attend school. I want to make something of my life and I need a little from LeTendre to do so.
Even if you don’t offer me the scholarship, I will continue on towards a higher education and make my voice heard. Education is important and I want the world to know! Thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to share my story with you. 

A voice for homeless youth—Naomi Johnson-Davis
